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and IDP’s through a range of solutions, includ-
ing improved management of operations. We
must not demonstrate a lack of political com-
mitment to solving refugee problems during
the post-conflict phase, when the spotlight of
the international media has moved away. We
must more fully recognize the link between
human displacement and international peace
and security. History has shown that displace-
ment is not only a consequence of conflicts; it
can also cause conflict. Without human secu-
rity, there can be no peace and stability. The
U.S. must recognize the link between refugees
and IDP’s, on the one hand, and stability and
the seeds of democracy on the other.

If we are to honor the courage of refugees
and IDP’s today, we must come together with
the UNHCR, nongovernmental organizations,
and other donor governments to actively pur-
sue durable solutions. If we fail to do so, refu-
gees and IDP’s will remain in their miserable
conditions—surviving on a handful of maize
each day, living in immense boredom under
windblown tents, and clinging to their hope
amid memories of atrocities. On World Ref-
ugee Day and every other day, let us show
the refugees and IDP’s that we are with them.
Having endured conflict, rape, abduction, traf-
ficking, chronic hunger, squalor, and other un-
speakable suffering, the courage of refugees
and IDP’s has been tested beyond what we
can imagine. However, despite their courage,
they remain vulnerable to the loss of hope. If
we will allow them to lose hope, we allow
them to lose courage. In our tribute to their in-
domitable courage, we must pledge never to
let that happen. We must pledge to help them
rebuild their lives today, to commit ourselves
to long-term solutions, and to prevent the
nightmare from reoccurring tomorrow.

———————
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, Parkinson’s dis-
ease is a serious health problem in the United
States. Up to 1.5 million Americans have the
disease and approximately 60,000 new cases
are diagnosed each year nationwide. By 2010,
an estimated 39,000 veterans who are age 85
and older will have this progressive neuro-
logical disorder. Treatments exist for Parkin-
son’s, but medical research continues to im-
prove treatments and to find a cure.

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
took an important step in 2001 towards eradi-
cating this disease by establishing Parkinson’s
Disease Research Education and Clinical
Centers (PADRECCSs). In addition to providing
an unparalleled environment for researchers to
see their results rapidly and directly applied to
better patient care and shared with the med-
ical and scientific community, these centers of
excellence are the backbone that now enables
the VA to provide excellent care to veterans
with Parkinson’s disease and to conduct re-
search.

Through the PADRECCs and the National
VA Parkinson’s Disease Consortium—a net-
work of nationally dispersed VA clinicians with
expertise and/or interest in the fields of Parkin-
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son’s disease and related movement dis-

orders—the VA is able to treat 42,000 vet-

erans with Parkinson’s disease.

Together the PADRECCs and the Consor-
tium serve as a channel for collaboration and
development in the areas of clinical care, sci-
entific research and educational outreach. The
collaborative efforts of the PADRECCs and
Consortium provide veterans nationwide with
integrated, expert medical care and access to
the full spectrum of state-of-the-art diagnostic
and therapeutic services to meet and exceed
the standard of care.

In just a brief time since their inception, the
six PADRECCs, which are based at the VA
medical centers in Houston, West Los Ange-
les, Philadelphia, Portland-Seattle, Richmond
and San Francisco, have made enormous
contribution to Parkinson’s disease care and
research and training of health care profes-
sionals. The PADRECCs, including the VA
hospitals in Albuquerque, has Vegas, Lorna
Linda and Long Beach, Calif., Phoenix, San
Diego and Tucson, which are affiliated with
the Southwestern PADREEC located at the
West Los Angeles VA Medical Center put VA
at the forefront of the landmark clinical study
to assess the effectiveness of surgical implan-
tation of deep brain stimulators in reducing the
symptoms of the disease.

The efforts of the VA PADRECCs are the
model of innovation in the delivery of
healthcare and research for chronic disease in
the veteran population. The efforts of the
PADRECCs deserve continued support.

Today, | am proud to introduce H.R. 2959
along with Mr. BAKER of Louisiana, Mr. BOEH-
LERT of New York, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Ms.
MALONEY of New York, Mr. PICKERING of Mis-
sissippi, Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon, Mr. KING of
New York, and Mr. BLUMENAUER of Oregon,
which would permanently authorize these six
PADRECCs. The Disabled American Veterans
and Parkinson’s Action Network support per-
manently authorizing the PADRECCs.

| urge my colleagues to support this bi-par-
tisan bill which will benefit tens of thousands
of veterans and provide additional hope for all
Americans who have Parkinson’s disease.

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS,
Washington, DC, June 17, 2005.

Hon. LANE EVANS,

Ranking Member, House Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, Cannon House Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE EVANS: The Dis-
abled American Veterans supports your draft
bill that would authorize the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) to establish six Par-
kinson’s Disease Research, Education and
Clinical Centers. Currently, VA medical cen-
ters treat over 40,000 Parkinson’s disease pa-
tients every year.

These centers would conduct research cov-
ering basic biomedicine, rehabilitation,
health services delivery, and clinical trials
to assess the effectiveness of treatments
such as surgical implantation of deep brain
stimulators in reducing the symptoms of
Parkinson’s disease. Furthermore, the estab-
lishment of a consortium would allow VA to
design a national network of VA clinicians
with expertise and interest in the fields of
Parkinson’s disease and related movement
disorders. The collaboration and develop-
ment in the areas of clinical care, scientific
research, and educational outreach would en-
sure specialized care will be embedded
throughout the continuum of care provided
by the VA health care system.

Thank you for your efforts to improve
VA’s specialized medical programs for serv-
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ice connected disabled veterans, and thank
you for your continued support of disabled
veterans
Sincerely,
JOSEPH A. VIOLANTE,
National Legislative Director.
PARKINSON’S ACTION NETWORK,
Washington, DC, June 16, 2005.
House of Representatives, Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, Cannon House Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: On be-
half of the Parkinson’s Action Network
(PAN), I would like to express support for
legislation that will be introduced by Rep.
Lane Evans shortly that provides for the es-
tablishment of the Parkinson’s Disease Re-
search Education and Clinical Centers
(PADRECCs) in the Veterans Health Admin-
istration of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

PAN is the unified education and advocacy
voice of the Parkinson’s community—more
than one million Americans and their fami-
lies. Through education and interaction with
the Parkinson’s community, scientists, law-
makers, opinion leaders, and the public, PAN
leads the fight to ease the burden and find a
cure. PAN increases awareness about Par-
kinson’s disease and seeks federal support
for Parkinson’s research.

More than one million Americans have
Parkinson’s disease, with approximately
60,000 more diagnosed each year. As the dis-
ease progresses, patients are ultimately
robbed of their ability to speak, walk, and
perform many of the activities of daily life
such as rising from a chair or rolling over in
bed.

PADRECCs, as suggested by their name,
are charged with conducting clinical and
basic science research, administering na-
tional outreach and education programs, and
providing state-of-the-art clinical care.
These services, provided by the existing six
PADRECCs, are vital not only to veterans,
but to the entire community.

We firmly believe that patients, family
members, and the general public should con-
tinue to have access to the invaluable serv-
ices provided by the Parkinson’s Disease Re-
search, Education, and Clinical Centers. On
this basis, PAN respectfully requests your
support of this important legislation.

If you have any questions please feel free
to contact me or Mary Richards, PAN Direc-
tor of Government Relations at (202) 638-4101.

Sincerely,
AMY L. COMSTOCK,
Executive Director.

———

CONGRATULATING COMMERCE
BANK AND PRESIDENT IGNACIO
URRABAZO ON THE OPENING OF
THEIR NEW HEADQUARTERS

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Commerce Bank and President Ignacio
Urrabazo on the opening of their new head-
quarters.

The headquarters will serve as the bank’s
primary location for the Laredo market. Com-
merce Bank is dedicated to providing conven-
ient and superior services to its customers,
even if that means traveling to a customers’
place of business, or working far beyond a
banker’s traditional hours. Customers are
known by their names, not by their account
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